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HAS TO BE PROTECTED

Sudan, Indonesia, Israel,
Lebanon, Jordan, Palestine, Peru, Tunis, Syria and
Finland together? The answer is International
Youth Newsroom at Unesco World Press Freedom
Day -conference in Helsinki, Finland.

Young journalists coming from these ten coun-
tries report on Press Freedom in the World during
the conference. Also this magazine is made by
them. Enjoy!

As the editor-in-chief of the Youth Newsroom, I
wish for two things: I would like the young journal-
ists to be inspired by the Press Freedom itself and
how great significance it has for democracy and
human rights. Second I want them to understand
the responsibility of upholding and enjoying the
freedom they have.

This is critical for democracy anywhere. Even
in Finland, which is the leading country in press
freedom in the world: The Reporters without Bor-
ders’ press freedom index 2016 states that Finland
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has been number one in press freedom for seven
years in a row. In addition, Finland and Sweden are
this year celebrating the world’s first Freedom of
Information act, which was announced 250 years
ago in Sweden (Finland was then a part of Sweden).
This law allowed criticism of the majesty and others
in power, quashed prior censorship and ordered
official documents to be open to the public.

This great law is a good reason to celebrate
but only appearance of it is not sufficient. Journal-
ists need to keep testing limits of the free press to
ensure that the freedom the constitution offers is
upheld.

In Finland the production of quality journalism
has long needed “only” time and effort. Finnish
journalists have had no need to fear for their safety.
However, a new phenomenon has risen: even in
Finland some journalists receive threatening calls
at night, face identity theft, and are the victims of
disinformation campaigns and doxxing.

The rise of hate speech and actions against jour-
nalists means that we as journalists must stay
strong together and voice our support freedom of
speech and democracy in all our actions. The crux
of the matter is, however, that the public is on our
side, the side of freedom of speech and journalism.
A constructive, public fact based discussion and
the respect given to everyone’s freedom of speech
are critical to success of every nation.

Journalism Degree Program Director of
Haaga-Helia University of Applied
Sciences and Editor in Chief of UNESCO
Youth Newsroom in Helsinki 2016.



TWITTER #WPFD2016

“People never stop PM of Finland Juha “If journalists in your
being astonished Sipila at the WPFD country are not free to
WR KHDU WKDW V2K 6leyeuty’\Wreedom do their work, then you
law on access to of expression lies at are not free to live your
information goes back  the heart of democratic life.”

to 1766.” societies”

“Where the press is
“Only cowards fear “Freedom of expression free and every man able
free media. Journalist - prerequisite for the to read, all is safe.”
Khadija Ismayilova from promotion of cultural Thomas Jefferson.
Azerbaijan imprisoned  diversity, including Happy World Press
since 2014” artistic freedom” Freedom Day!”












































































